SUBMISSION AS PRESENTED IN EPHESIANS 5:20-33

In order to understand what Paul is saying about submission, the context is crucial. In v 4:17, Paul begins an
exhortation for the Ephesians to put off the old self and put on the new and live as children of light. Here is
a brief outline of Ephesians 4:17-6:20 that includes the section on wives, husbands, children and slaves.

I.  Be imitators of God and live as children of light (4:17-6:20)
Do not live as the gentiles who have lost all sensitivity. (4:17-19)
Put off the old and put on the new (4:20-25)
Tell the truth, do not “sin in your anger,” and do not steal (4:25-28)
Do not allow unwholesome talk and be compassionate. (4:29-32)
Be imitators of God with no sexual immorality, obscenity, etc. (5:1-7)
Once you were darkness, now you are light (5:8-14)
Be wise and filled with the spirit (5:15-6:20)
1. Do not get drunk but give thanks (5:15-20)
2. Submit to one-another (5:21-6:9)

a. Wives to husbands
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b. Husbands to wives
c.  Children to parents
d Slaves and masters to the Lord

When examining the Greek text, one notes that verses 5:18-20 (possibly 5:18-22) are actually one long
sentence. The main verb for this section is expressed in verse 18, “Do not get drunk but be filled with the
Spirit.” All of the other verbsin 18-19 are participles. This means they are examples of how one is filled with
the spirit: “(18) be filled with the Spirit. .. (19) speaking. .. singing ... making melody . .. (20) being thankful
. . . (21) being submissive to one another”. The problem in translation is how to view the participle,

“submitting” in verse 21. Modern translations often view the final participle as though it was functioning as
a finite verb and serving as an imperative: “Submit to one another!” However, this is an extremely rare usage
of participles. As Wallace notes (Daniel Wallace, Greek Grammar Beyond the Basics p. 651) “.. . many, including
recent editions of the Greek NT, would consider the last participle as imperatival. Such is doubtful . ..” After
presenting reasons for this, he notes, “Although there is an obvious connection between vv 21 and 22, v 21
can just as easily function as a hinge between the two sections. The thought of vv 15-21 flows rightinto 5:22-
6:9. This section on the (extended) family, whether it starts at v 21 or v 22, is the only major section in the body
of Ephesians to begin without a conjunction. It is as if the instruction in the former section is meant to be
“ringing in the ears” of the hearers as they turn to the issue of the family. Consequently, any dramatic break
between the two is overdrawn. . .. To view any of these participles as imperativalis to view the passage from
the English point of view only, ignoring the Greek.

From the above, Ephesians 5:21-24 must be seen in the context of believers who are mutually submitting to
one another. Both the husband and wife are voluntarily placing the good of the other first (Eph. 5:21). The
connection between verses 21 and 22 is especially clear when it is noted that in Greek there isno verb in v 22.
Instead, the verb is understood from v. 21. It is also important to keep in mind that this mutual submission
is based on the example of Christ. Wives are to fear (which has the connotation of revering or respecting) the
husband while husbands are to love and sacrifice themselves for their wives as Christ loves and sacrificed
himself for the Church. Wives are submitting to a “headship” love that does not have as it’s goal the selfish
meeting of one’s personal needs, but the maturity, and holiness of the wife. This, then, is not a submission
of a servile nature, but a mutual submission of equals in love.

Another point to note when reading this section is that Paul seems to be selecting the aspect of submission
that is most difficult for each group. One of the most difficult things for wives to do is to submit to their
husbands. One of the most difficult things for husbands to do is to love their wives. Likewise, children find
obeying their parents difficult, and slaves found it difficult to submit to their masters, especially when the
masters were unkind.



Ephesians 5:18-33

18 xal pr pebdokeabe oivy, &v@ oty dowtl(a, GAAQ TAnpoOaBe &v mvedpartt,
and do not become drunk with wine, in which is debauchery, but be filled with the spirit

19 AaAoOvTeg  £ouTOTG [ev]l parpolg kal Opvolg xal ¢dalg mvevpaTikailc, d&dovTeg
speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and songs® spiritual', singing

kal QdMovTeg ] kapdia  Opdv  TO kupiw, 20 edxopioTodvTteg mdvToTe OmMEp TMAVTWV

and psalming (making music) in the heart’ your' tothe Lord, giving thanks always for everything

év dvdpatt 700 xuvplov NudV ’Incol Xpiotold 7¢ Oed kal matpl. 21 “Ymotaoodpevolr  dAMjAoLg

in the name of the Lord® our' Jesus Christ to God also Father. submitting  to one another
év 00Bw XploT00, 22 Al yuvalikeg Toig (8{oig dvépdolv g TH  kupiw,

in fear/reverence/respect of Christ, wives to your own husband as to the Lord,

23 81t dvrip €oTiv  kedpadn THG yuvOLKOG dg xai 0 XpLotog kedaAry TAg éxkkAnaolag,

for the husband is the head of the woman (wife) as also Christ [is] head of the church

o710 owTrp TO00 OWpoTogt 24 dAAG g 1 €kkAnoia OmoTtdooeTtat TA XpioTd, oUTwg kal

he himself savior of the body but as the church submits to Christ thus also
al yuvaikeg Tolg dvdpdorv  €v mavTi. 2501 dvépeg, dyamdTe TAG yuvaikag, KoBuwg

the wives to the husbands in all things. Husbands, love the wives. Just as

kal 6 XpioTdg rjydmnoev Thnv ékkAnoiav kal £auTov mop€dwkev  OmEP adTHG,
also  Christ loved the church and himself’ he gave' on behalf of/for it.

26 (va ad v ayidon kabapioag 7@ AouvTpd TOO UdaTtog  Ev PripaTt,

in order that it® he might purify /make holy' cleansing by the washing of water by/through the word

27 {va mapaoTrion  adtog QLT Evdokov Tnv éxkAnoiav, pn ¥Exovoav omidov R
in order that might present’ he' to himself* glorious’ the church’ not having spot  or
puTida H{ TL  TAV TolodTwV, AGAN (va 13 ayla xal  dpwpog. 28 odTwg

wrinkle or any such things but that itmightbe holy and unblemished Thus, so
ddeidovov [kall ol &vdpeg dyamdv TAG £aLTAV  yuvalkag ¢ Ta £aUTAV  CWHATA.
should/ought also the husbands love their own wives  as theirown  bodies
6 dyomav Ty éauTol  yuvalka EauTOv dyam@. 29 o0delg ydp moTe Trv éavTol OdpKaA

the one who loves their own wife  himself (he)loves noone® for' ever hisown flesh
¢uionoev  dAAa  éxTpédel kol  OdAmet  adTnv, kabwg «kal O XploTog

hated but he nourishes/cares and cherishes it. Justas also Christ [nourishes and cares for]
v éxkAnoiav, 30 4Tt HEAT gopev 100 oupartog  ayTol.

the church because members we are of body®  His'
31 avtl Todtou katoAeiper dvBpwmog [Tov]l matépa kal [ThvlunTtépa  kal mpookoAAnOrioeTal

for this reason shall leave’? a man' the father and mother and shall cleave/be united
mpog Trv yuvaika adTtod, kol ZoovTal ot 800 ¢€lg oadpxa plav. 32 76 puoTtripiov TOOGTO
to the  wife? his' and they shall be the two into flesh one. a mystery* this'

peyo EoTiv: éyw 8¢ Ayw elg XploTov  kal
agreat’ is’ I’ but' am talking/speaking concerning/with regards to Christ and
elg  TnNv éxxkAnoiav. 33 mAnv kal Opelc ol xaf’ éva, €xaoTog  Trv £éauTol
concerning the church. Nevertheless/however also you to each one one of his own
yuvalka o0Twg dyamdTtw ¢ £auTdv, 1 8¢ yovn {va dopfTaL Tov dvdpa.
wife thus love as yourself. and the wife that should fear/revere/respect the husband



Ephesians 5:18-33

Note the difference in how this section is handled in each of the following translations.

New International Version

18 Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to
debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit.
19 Speak to one another with psalms, hymns
and spiritual songs. Sing and make music in
your heart to the Lord, 20 always giving
thanks to God the Father for everything, in
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.

21 Submit to one another out of reverence
for Christ.

22 Wives, submit to your husbands as to
the Lord. 23 For the husband is the head of
the wife as Christ is the head of the church,
his body, of which he is the Savior. 24 Now as
the church submits to Christ, so also wives
should submit to their husbands in
everything.

25 Husbands, love your wives, just as
Christ loved the church and gave himself up
for her 26 to make her holy, cleansing her by
the washing with water through the word, 27
and to present her to himself as a radiant
church, without stain or wrinkle or any other
blemish, but holy and blameless. 28 In this
same way, husbands ought to love their
wives as their own bodies. He who loves his
wife loves himself. 29 After all, no one ever
hated his own body, but he feeds and cares
for it, just as Christ does the church — 30 for
we are members of his body. 31 “For this
reason a man will leave his father and mother
and be united to his wife, and the two will
become one flesh.” 32 This is a profound
mystery -- but I am talking about Christ and
the church. 33 However, each one of you also
must love his wife as he loves himself, and
the wife must respect her husband.

New American Standard Version

18 And do not get drunk with wine, for that
is dissipation, but be filled with the Spirit, 19
speaking to one another in psalms and hymns
and spiritual songs, singing and making
melody with your heart to the Lord; 20
always giving thanks for all things in the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ to God, even
the Father; 21 and be subject to one another in
the fear of Christ.

22 Wives, be subject to your own
husbands, as to the Lord. 23 For the husband
is the head of the wife, as Christ also is the
head of the church, He Himself being the
Savior of the body. 24 But as the church is
subject to Christ, so also the wives ought to
be to their husbands in everything. 25
Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also
loved the church and gave Himself up for
her; 26 that He might sanctify her, having
cleansed her by the washing of water with
the word, 27 that He might present to
Himself the church in all her glory, having no
spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that
she should be holy and blameless. 28 So
husbands ought also to love their own wives
as their own bodies. He who loves his own
wife loves himself; 29 for no one ever hated
his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it,
just as Christ also does the church, 30 because
we are members of His body. 31 For this
cause a man shall leave his father and
mother, and shall cleave to his wife; and the
two shall become one flesh. 32 This mystery
is great; but I am speaking with reference to
Christ and the church. 33 Nevertheless let
each individual among you also love his own
wife even as himself; and let the wife see to it
that she respect her husband.
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