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The Beatitudes

Matthew 5:1-12

 1 Now when he saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His
disciples came to him, 2 and he began to teach them, saying: 

 3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
 4 Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
 5 Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
 6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 
 7 Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy. 
 8 Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
 9 Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called sons of God. 
10 Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the

kingdom of heaven.
11 Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of

evil against you because of me. 12 Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward
in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 

From Nelson’s Illustrated Bible Dictionary

The Beatitudes: The eight declarations of blessedness made by Jesus at the beginning of
the Sermon on the Mount (Matt. 5:3-12), each beginning with “Blessed are...” Some
scholars speak of seven, nine, or ten beatitudes, but the number appears to be eight
(verses 10-12 of Matthew 5) (being one beatitude).

The Greek word translated blessed means “spiritual well-being and prosperity,” the
deep joy of the soul. The blessed have a share in salvation, and have entered the
kingdom of God, experiencing a foretaste of heaven. Some scholars render each
beatitude as an exclamation: “O the bliss [or blessedness] of...”

The Beatitudes describe the ideal disciple, and his rewards, both present and future. The
person whom Jesus describes in this passage has a different quality of character and
lifestyle than those still “outside the kingdom.”

As a literary form, the beatitude is also found often in the Old Testament, especially in
the Psalms (1:1; 34:8; 65:4; 128:1), and often in the New Testament also (John 20:29;
14:22; James 1:12; Rev. 14:13).
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The Eight Characteristics of a Holy Person

The Beatitudes in Matthew 5:1-12 were Christ’s opening statement about those
characteristics that He values most. They also present a picture of Him.

“Blessed are the poor in spirit”
Isaiah 57:15—15 For this is what the high and lofty One says— he who lives forever,

whose name is holy: I live in a high and holy place, but also with him who is contrite
and lowly in spirit, to revive the spirit of the lowly and to revive the heart of the
contrite.

Romans 3:23—23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God
Revelation 3:17-18—17 You say, ‘I am rich; I have acquired wealth and do not need a

thing.’ But you do not realize that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked.
18 I counsel you to buy from me gold refined in the fire, so you can become rich; and
white clothes to wear, so you can cover your shameful nakedness; and salve to put
on your eyes, so you can see.

BAG: ptwcov", hv, ovn  orig. begging, dependent on others for support, but also simply poor b.
at times the ref. is not only to the unfavorable circumstances of these people from an
economic point of view; the thought is also that since they are oppressed and
disillusioned they are in special need of God’s help, and may be expected to receive
it shortly

Those who humble and know keenly their personal and spiritual inadequacy. They rely totally on
God as Christ did in the wilderness and throughout His earthly ministry. The opposite of
being poor in spirit is being proud, arrogant, self-righteous and boasting of one’s own
abilities or deeds.

“Blessed are those who mourn”
1 Corinthians 7:9-10—9 yet now I am happy, not because you were made sorry, but

because your sorrow led you to repentance. For you became sorrowful as God
intended and so were not harmed in any way by us. 10 Godly sorrow brings
repentance that leads to salvation and leaves no regret, but worldly sorrow brings
death. 

Romans 7:24—What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death?
BAG: penqevw fut. penqhvsw; be sad, grieve, mourn in contrast to joy, inward and outward

Mt 5:4 mourn not for their own sins, but because of the power of the wicked, who
oppress the righteous.

I mourn in two ways: 1) as grief for my own inadequacy and sins as well as 2) grief for the
broken state of the world and those in the world who show no repentance for evil.
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“Blessed are the meek”
Matthew 11:28-29—28 ”Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will

give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and
humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.”

Psalm 25:9—He guides the humble in what is right and teaches them his way. 
Numbers 12:3 (Now Moses was a very humble man, more humble than anyone else on

the face of the earth.)
Ephesians 4:2—2 Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one

another in love.
BAG: prau?", praei'a, prau? gentle, humble, considerate, meek in the older favorable sense,

unassuming
Meekness refers to obeying God and submitting to Him without disputing or resisting, seeing

that His will for us is good in spite of what outward appearances seem to show. When you
are meed, you are humble in heart and spirit and do not fight against God or struggle against
His will. Meekness is also the way in which we should deal with one another.

“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness”
Amos 8:11-12—11 “The days are coming,” declares the Sovereign LORD, “when I will

send a famine through the land-- not a famine of food or a thirst for water, but a
famine of hearing the words of the LORD. 12 Men will stagger from sea to sea and
wander from north to east, searching for the word of the LORD, but they will not
find it.”

Luke 1:53—He has filled the hungry with good things but has sent the rich away empty.
The desire to be filled with God and His righteousness is stronger than all other desires.

“Blessed are the merciful”
Mark 11:25—25 And when you stand praying, if you hold anything against anyone,

forgive him, so that your Father in heaven may forgive you your sins.
Ephesians 4:32—32 Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other,

just as in Christ God forgave you.
Colossians 3:12-13—12 Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe

yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 13 Bear
with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another.
Forgive as the Lord forgave you.

Being merciful is to have a forgiving heart.
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“Blessed are the pure in heart”
Psalm 24:4-5— 4 He who has clean hands and a pure heart, who does not lift up his soul

to an idol or swear by what is false. 5 He will receive blessing from the LORD and
vindication from God his Savior.

Hebrews 10:22—22 let us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of
faith, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having
our bodies washed with pure water.

Matthew 6:21-24—21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 22 “The
eye is the lamp of the body. If your eyes are good, your whole body will be full of
light. 23 But if your eyes are bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then
the light within you is darkness, how great is that darkness! 24 No one can serve two
masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the
one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money.”

James 1:8—8 he is a double-minded man, unstable in all he does.
1 John 3:2-3—2 Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not

yet been made known. But we know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for
we shall see him as he is. 3 Everyone who has this hope in him purifies himself, just
as he is pure.

A pure heart is single minded and always puts God first. It whole heartedly commits to serving
God and being true to Him.

“Blessed are the peacemakers”
Ephesians 4:3—3 Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of

peace.
2 Corinthians 5:18-20—18 All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through

Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: 19 that God was reconciling the
world to himself in Christ, not counting men’s sins against them. And he has
committed to us the message of reconciliation. 20 We are therefore Christ’s
ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you
on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God.

Ephesians 2:14-17—14 For he himself is our peace, who has made the two one and has
destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, 15 by abolishing in his flesh the
law with its commandments and regulations. His purpose was to create in himself
one new man out of the two, thus making peace, 16 and in this one body to reconcile
both of them to God through the cross, by which he put to death their hostility. 17
He came and preached peace to you who were far away and peace to those who
were near. (note that “pure in heart” also means “singleness of heart here”)

Just as I have found peace through Christ’s sacrifice and my reconciliation with God, I am to
help bring peace to the world. I do this in two ways: 1) helping others find the peace in Christ
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I’ve found, and 2) helping to reconcile relationships not only with others, but to aid,
whenever possible, in reconciling the relationships of others.

“Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness”
John 15:18-20—18 “If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first. 19 If you

belonged to the world, it would love you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to
the world, but I have chosen you out of the world. That is why the world hates you.
20 Remember the words I spoke to you: ‘No servant is greater than his master.’ If
they persecuted me, they will persecute you also. If they obeyed my teaching, they
will obey yours also.

John 17:14—14 I have given them your word and the world has hated them, for they are
not of the world any more than I am of the world.

Romans 8:17—17 Now if we are children, then we are heirs-- heirs of God and co-heirs
with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in
his glory.

1 Corinthians 4:13-14—13 when we are slandered, we answer kindly. Up to this
moment we have become the scum of the earth, the refuse of the world. 14 I am not
writing this to shame you, but to warn you, as my dear children.

When people who are “in the world” make fun of me and persecute me, it is an indication that I
am indeed following Christ. This is a time to rejoice even though it is difficult.


